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Rehabilitation and HIV

Can the past inform the future?
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“The farther backward you can 

look, the farther forward you can 

see.”

Winston Churchill
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A reconceptualization of 

rehab??
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The Canadian Working Group on HIV and Rehabilitation (CWGHR) 

is born



School of Rehabilitation Science
Reaching Further

Social work student interview:

Sometimes we would miss or we wouldn’t acknowledge 

something as being important.  And the resource tutor 

would say, “I think you’re missing the big picture now.  

Yeah – he’s got diarrhea today but what’s really important? 

It’s his money.  So you can do all those wonderful things 

but he needs drug benefits and that’s his biggest concern.  

So you can have all your professional lingo but right now 

the biggest thing you can do is work with him around this. 
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MD student journal:

For the first time I am seeing and feeling the 

breadth of health care. It’s great… I really 

feel like my understanding of “health care” is 

opening up.
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Resource tutor interview:

I’ve got more confidence in myself.  I realize 

I have lots to offer. I guess I’ve been 

exposed to AIDS for 12, 13 years and I 

guess I’ve forgotten how little people know 

about it. 
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Meanwhile in the UK…..
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Research Priorities - 2008

1. Episodic disability and health

2. Aging with HIV across the life span

3. Concurrent health conditions

4. Access to rehabilitation

5. Effectiveness of rehabilitation

6. Enhancing outcome measurement
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Recommendations for International 

Collaborative in Rehabilitation Research

17.  Consider feasibility when balancing the scope and 

growth of a collaborative in relation to available resources 

in a given funding environment. 
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I never worry about action, only inaction.

Winston Churchill


